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Lonely Planet’s
Kyoto and Osaka

Lonely Planet Pocket Guides
are designed to get you
straight to the heart of a city.

Inside you'll find all the
must-see sights, plus tips to
make your visit to each one
really memorable. We've split
each city into easy-to-navigate
neighbourhoods and provided
clear maps so you'll find your
way around with ease. Our
expert writers have searched
out the best of the cities: walks,
food, nightlife and shopping,
to name a few. Because you
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’
pages will take you to some
of the most exciting areas to
experience the real Kyoto and
Osaka.

And of course you'll find all
the practical tips you need for
a smooth trip: itineraries for
short visits, how to get around,
and how much to tip the guy
who serves you a drink at the
end of a long day's exploration.

It's your guarantee of a
really great experience.

Our Promise

You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet
authors visit the places we
write about, each and every
edition. We never accept
freebies for positive coverage,
so you can rely on us to tell it
like it is.
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Welcome to
Kyoto & Osaka

Kyoto is old Japan writ large: quiet temples, sublime gar-

dens, colourful shrines, postcard-perfect street scenes

and geisha scurrying to secret liaisons. While Osaka's grey

concrete jungle is no match in terms of beauty, this fast-
paced, brash city cloaked in dazzling neon packs a punch
with its excellent food and nightlife scenes, and locals full
of personality.

Maiko (apprentice geisha; p68)
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Kyoto & Osaka
Top Sights

Kinkaku-ji (p90)

This is one of the world’s most impressive religious monuments. The image of
Kyoto’s gold-plated pavilion rising over its reflecting pool is the kind that burns
itself into your memory.
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